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entirely unrelated, such as rollit
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'Oh, I dont think soi I said

something?"
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"why?"
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I am on YouTube, still goalie-ir
I wore my own little white fig
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for the Atlantic convoys due to its sheltered harbour. Some in Nova

Scotia benefited from American Prohibition in the rgzos and early

193os. A brisk smuggling business had fishing boats picking up booze

from Saint-Pierre and Miquelon-French territory-and running it
into the deep coves and estuaries of Maine. If Uncle Bill suddenly got

a new roof on his barn, you didnt ask him how he'd paid for it. But to

profit from that trade you had to have a boat. Those who didnt have

boats were out of luck.

A joke from that time: "What's the chief export of Nova Scotia?"

"Brains."

During those years, many Nova Scotians moved west in search of
jobs. My parents were part of that exodus.

A11 the Nova Scotians IVe known have been universally home-

sick. I'm not sure why, but so it has been. Both of my parents always

referred to Nova Scotia as "homei' causing some confusion for me as

a child: If Nova Scotia was "home," where was I living? In some sort

of not-home?

Ours is a family shrub, not a family tree. If you have roots in the

Maritimes and meet someone else with similar roots, you find your-

self picking your way through the shrubbery. Who was your father
who was your mother, grandfather, grandmother, from where, and so

on, until you establish the fact that you are related. Or not. This can

go on for some time.

So here's the deep dive.

Nova Scotia, far from being uniformly Scottish in origin as the

name might imply, was remarkably diverse. The Mi'kmaq lived there

and still do, and are related to other Indigenous groups in New Bruns-

wick and Maine. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Nova

Scotia was one of the first parts of what is now Canada to receive an

influx of Europeans. French explorers; and French settlers and farmers

who called themselves Acadian in honour of the comparatively idyl-
lic place they found themselves in; then New Englanders who'd been

enticed by cheap land. Later came a number of people who had

been on the losing side of the American Revolution. These included
the Free Blacks, whod fought on the side of the British. Collectively,

these immigrants from the Sta

alists. Some of these \A'ere enta

fust before the Lol'alists c

nfio'd been welcomed bv the

\\hr with New France. Cathr

and New Brunswick and lriat
estant New England colonies

and vice versa. Ner,r'England I

the French colonies $-ere not

eral WoL[e took Quebec Cin a

Engiand colonists had no ml
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Revolution, no taxation rr-ith<
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French Revolution.
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many Protestants as possible
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Highland Clearances in the t

ries, a period during rr-hid m
of their age-old communities

only fallout from the detbat

but was also a result of the sp
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other countries for being co
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Killams, Websters, McGort-a
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the cat door under the stairs through which a cat was stuffed every

night to catch mice under ihe floor. (What clid the house smell like?

I wonder.) There's also a portrait of a later dentist Atwood, r.tho got

himself painted in formal dress with three sets of dentures set out in
front of him of which he was evidently proud.

It was the younger brother of the museum's original Atwood owner

wto r,vent to Nova Scotia in r758, landing in Shelburne, a small port
on the south coast. From Shelburne, the Atwoods spread out, giving
rise to ser eral privateers operating out of Liverpool, to a number of
sailors, and to sorne logeers and farmers.

By the time my father was born, his family was living at Upper Clyde,

quite a distance from the coast up the Clyde River. My grandfather
ran a llttie sarvmill that made r,r,hite pine shingles, cedar being almost
rc,r-elistent in \or a Scotia. Stacking these shingles at age six was the

hrst of m.anr-iobs mr- t-ather rvould hold. He enjoyed this immensely,

according to him-children then being expected to contribute to the

collective family economy as soon as they could.

The farnily would not have described itself as poor-they had a
house, they had a cow, they had a parlour organ. l4y grandfather
belonged to the Masons, which meant he must have been at least

marginally respectable. But the family didn't use money for as many
things as people use it for today. If what was needed was something
you could make-from wood, such as tables and chairs, or cloth or
yarn, such as dresses, quilts, or rnittens-you made it r.ourself. People

got manied, almost u,ithout exception. There werent many jobs for
spinsters, and everyone knerv that a man would have a very hard time
running a small farm single-handed: a wife was necessary.

My grandmother, who was my grandfather's second rvife, kept
chickens and ran a vegetable garden. She had the Rolls-Royce of
wood-burning kitchen ranges, with an oven, a warming oven, a hot-
water heater, and chrome trim. She smoked her own fish, and made

butter in a churn; as a child I helped her make some.

Seeing this way of lif'e, unchanged since the nineteenth century,

was very helpful to me when I lvas writing Alias Groce. My grand-
mothert stove was much fancier than anything available to Grace

\farks, but the,#t;*
nuch the same. My father, Car

count Uncle Freddy-, son of the t
a mvsterious figure, Iurking aro

-.aid to be not quite right in the tr

hed been gassed in the First \\t
ned alreadlr been like that. -{s vs

th-ink to im'estigate them until t
Carl learned to read and l,lrit

h-!Ls no nearbl'high school, so h,

respondence course, encourage

=.-hoolteacher. His studies rt-oul

;hores and his rt'ork as a teenag:t

rLring my grandfather had also

rhat he picked up an extensire

mother. She heard him use the
n ith a sledgehammer rttile sinl
'The air turned bluel she said

she hadnt knor,tn he had-
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this path he would never have met my mother and I would not have

been born. So I owe my existence to a large green caterpillar.

One of Carl s steps along the way was a stint at the normal school in
Truro, where you were taught to be a schoolteacher. (I used to think
it was where you learned to be normal, but this was not the case.) His

intention was to teach school until he'd saved up enough money to

get himself to university, but he was able to take a shortcut via sum-

mer jobs in entomology and a scholarship to Acadia University in
Wol-fuille. From there he jumped via another scholarship to Macdon-

ald College, the agricultural wing of Montreal's McGill University,

where he cleaned out rabbit hutches, lived in a tent and cooked for
himself during the warmer months, and saved enough to send some

money "home" so his three sisters could continue in school.

It was at the Truro normal school that my father first saw my
mother, who was sliding down the main banister. He vowed then

and there that she was the woman he would marry. It took him two
tries-she turned him down the first time because she "was having

too much furf'-but he managed it. He'd overcome so many barriers

by then that he didnt take an initial no as definitive.
"He surprised me. I thought he was just a friendl' said my mother

of his first proposal. She had an abundance of swains and beaux

swarming around, but my father was the only one who wasnt pro-
nounced 'h jackass" by her father. He himself had pulled himself
up by his bootstraps to become a doctor. Possibly he recognized in
Carl-an extreme bootstrap-puller-something of himself.

My mother, Margaret Killam, was a tomboy and intensely athletic;
hence the banister-sliding. Her background was quite different from
my father's: it was genteel-rural rather than backwoods-rural, from
a tiny village called Woodville in Kings County. Kings was in the
Annapolis Valley, much given to apple-growing.

My grandfather, Dr. Harold Killam, was the revered country doc-

tor for the area. He helped found the Berwick hospital (since closed);

he helped build the local Methodist church (since converted to a
home). He was a First World War army doctor, and had been called
to Halifax at the time of the Great Halifax Explosion in t9ry (almost
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